Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 07041 100702Z 

17 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /026 W 

037054 

R 100536Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2682 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 7041 


EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: PINT PINS KS 

SUBJECT: KIM CHI-HA REPORTEDLY BEING TRIED IN SECRET 
REF: SEOUL 6038 

1. REPORTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM MISSIONARIES THAT TRIAL 
OF KIM CHI-HA IS NOW BEING CONDUCTED IN SECRET AND THAT 

HIS DEFENSE LAWYER IS NOT ALLOWED TO BE PRESENT. MISSIONARIES 
WHO PASSED ON THIS REPORT EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT KIM CASE 
COULD BE HANDLED IN SAME WAY AS PRP MEMBERS WITH SAME CON- 
CLUSION. WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO VERIFY THE REPORTS. 

2. KIM CHI-HA TRIAL HAS BEEN IN LIMBO SINCE JULY 25 WHEN 
SUPREME COURT DENIED HIS APPEAL TO REPLACE PRESIDING JUDGE. 

IN MEANTIME. KIM'S "DECLARATION OF CONSCIENCE" REPUDIATING 
HIS MARCH "I AM A COMMUNIST" CONFESSION HAS BEEN MADE PUBLIC 
ABROAD AND ROKG HAS THE DOCUMENT. WE HAVE HEARD THAT SINCE THE 
RELEASE OF KIM'S "DECLARATION" HE HAS BEEN UNDER 24 HOUR GUARD 

IN PRISON. 
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